THE  FIRE  COURT

the first entry in the records of the first meeting of the Common
Council held in the Guildhall1 since the advent of the Fire.
Looking back it seems symbolical of London's fate. Like the
Guildhall the city was to be patched up, repaired, improved.
With new approaches, with a better lay-out, she was yet to
preserve her old entity. The attractions of an entirely new
ground-plan had faded. In spite of enthusiasm, in spite of
anxious consideration, they had been deemed impracticable.
The ruined Guildhall stood for a reality stronger than the paper
planning and the dream city which would have swept it and
its site into oblivion.

1 Orders had been given on September yth for clearing the Guildhall and its offices:
(Repert.9 71, f. 169). On the 26th the City workmen had been instructed to repair the
justice rooms in readiness for the Judges (Jor.9 46, f. 120), who were thus able to hold
their court there, though the City apologized for the inadequacy of such temporary
work (Repert., 72, f. i). The improvised structures within the walls were later taken
down, and the whole building restored, using the substantial ruins left by the Fire.
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